Czech Romany children less successful at school than other-poll

Prague, 02.02.2008, 07:07, (ROMEA/CTK)

Czech Romany children living in "ghettos" are ubuahuch less successful at school than other ahildr
according to a survey made by the GAC agency ferDlevelopment of Civic Society Foundation (NROS)
among 502 children in nine schools near ghettaswha presented in Prague today.

One-third of Romany children from the ghettos endpdn special classes and it was half in ten anfRoigany
girls. However, only one in ten children from thejority society was placed in special classes,sinwey
found.

Its results were published on the foundation's te®Rsvw.nros.cz

Jan Snopek, one of the authors, said many fagtiteenced the situation and one of them the lifanrexcluded
environment.

Snopek told CTK that Romany parents were unabledch their children things necessary to starnditey
schools. Romany children from the ghettos mostgakmpnly Romany and they lack social and hygieatuits.

Karel Cada, another author, pointed out that tist §rade represented the main problem for Romaiigiren
and another problem arises at the third grade.

The authors agreed that preparatory classes wedldialy help Romany children.

A poll on what profession Romany children woulcelito have in the future was part of the surveyit,Imost
children mentioned the professions that do not rmégider education.

One-fifth of the children said they had never tdllkadbout their future profession with anyone, inahgdtheir
parents.

"Though it is not surprising in the case of theladm from the fifth grade it is puzzling when itrmerns the
children from the eighth grade,” Snopek said.

The study was a continuation of an analysis mad®@6. According to it, there are more than 300rpmuses
and localities mainly populated by Romanies. UBQ@®00 Romanies are estimated to live there.

On the basis of the survey results, the NROS hagaped grants for the projects aimed at the impnave: of
Romany children's education and an increase in theiivation for study. It wants to distribute 4800 euros.

According to sociologist lvan Gabal whose societypared the study, the results have helped beaggibdite
the finances.

"The money for the projects will not be a generdllaotics treatment but a targeted therapy,” Gabi.




